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The conversation continues
UM leaders address contention surrounding the Confederate statue plaque
LANA FERGUSON

thedmnews@gmail.com

A combination of criticism
and praise knocked on the Lyceum’s door after the chancellor announced plans for a contextualizing plaque to be placed
in front of the 1906 Confederate solider statue in the Circle.
More than two weeks have
passed, the plaque has been
oﬃcially placed, but the knocking hasn’t quieted.
It may be even louder now.
In response to the feedback
regarding the plaque, Chancellor Jeﬀrey Vitter sent an
email to the campus community Tuesday morning explaining the latest updates on the
plaque debate.
In the email, Vitter described
the “vibrant process” the University is undergoing; “a continuing journey to recognize
our University’s history, learn
from it, and be a national model for moving forward.”
Members of the UM NAACP
who released a public statement opposing the original
published version of the plaque

language met with Vitter, the
contextualization committee,
representatives of the Critical
Race Studies Group and Vice
Chancellor for research and
sponsored programs Alice
Clark Thursday evening.
“Discussion
happened,”
UM NAACP President Buka
Okoye said. “It wasn’t a thing
where we were going to go in
there and just think the world
was going to change. We went
in there and came out, and I
remember saying that it was
a fruitful conversation, but I
would love to hear them say
either ‘yes’ or ‘no’ that we’re going to change it.”
During the discussion, Vitter
said the majority of responses
received were positive.
“You don’t ever make a decision because the majority says
it is cool,” Okoye said. “We’re
the minority, so if the majority always says something, we
will be marginalized out of this
community.”
Okoye said the contextualization committee seemed to

SEE PLAQUE PAGE 3
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Ole Miss community prepares for Relay for Life
KIARA MANNING

kamannin@go.olemiss.edu

As the University of Mississippi
prepares to honor those who lost
their lives to cancer, student organizers for Relay for Life readies
for their upcoming Night of Hope
Gala.
The Night of Hope Gala will take
place starting at 5 p.m. on April 7
at the Powerhouse. The event will
feature live music, food from local
restaurants, a raﬄe and a silent
auction.
The organization is hoping to
meet a goal of raising $30,000
through the event. Last year’s
Relay for Life fundraiser raised
$18,000.
Pharmacy student Anna Crider
is a student organizer for Relay for
Life. She said there are currently
26 student teams registered to

People walk during a previous Relay for Life event.

FILE PHOTO

participate in the event, including
new additions from past years.
“There are several new teams
this year, such as the SMACS
Chemistry Society and several
Greek organizations including
Alpha Phi, Sigma Phi, Chi Psi and
Kappa Psi,” Crider said.
Pre-sale tickets for the event
can be purchased online for $20.
Tickets purchased at the door are
$25. Each ticket provides guests
with four food and drink tickets
for the night.
Through ticket sales and fundraising, the organization has already raised $3,649 for the American Cancer Society.
Crider said there are multiple
ways for students to get involved
in raising money for the event.
“Fundraising works through
either asking donations online
through the American Cancer

Society’s Relay for Life team and
participant page,” Crider said.
In addition to fundraising, students can also purchase luminaria
for $5, lanterns for $10 and torches for $15 with all proceeds, except
for 7 percent for overhead costs,
going to the American Cancer
Society for cancer research and
patients.
The luminaria bags will be
used during a luminaria ceremony during the gala to remember
those who have lost their lives to
cancer and to honor those who are
battling it now.
The Relay for Life committee
usually starts meeting in the fall
to brainstorm ideas for events
and fundraisers in the Oxford
community. Crider said the main
importance of what they do as an

SEE RELAY PAGE 3
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LETTER TO EDITOR

Raise Wages, By Damn!
As a member of the University of Mississippi, you have subscribed to the UM Creed. However, there are other members of
the university who work on campus for only $10.10 per hour
and live 100 percent below the 2016 federal poverty guidelines.
According to the Center for American Progress, Mississippi is
ranked 51st in overall poverty (for children and working women). So, by keeping the campus minimum wage where it is, the
University is contributing to the large percentage of Mississippians who live in, or near, poverty.
How could a campus that believes in the dignity and respect of
each person provide such measly pay for its workforce?
Researchers at MIT have shown that one working adult with
two dependents living in Lafayette County needs to earn $24.61
to be financially stable. One worker we spoke with makes roughly $8.50 per hour, which is $17,680 a year, assuming she is able
to work full-time, year-round. The food caterer’s job on campus
is just as important as that of the assistant manager at the Ole
Miss Inn, who makes $17.89 per hour.

We think it is only fair to increase the wages to enable the
workers, who contribute to the university on multiple levels (doing jobs that others do not want or care to do), to be able to afford childcare, transportation, and other bills.
This is the state’s flagship university, so raising the campus
minimum wage would be a great step forward. It is unjust to
live off just $7.25 to $10.10 per hour and struggle to pay bills,
tuition, take care of kids, buy groceries and assist with personal needs. The campus minimum wage should be raised to more
than just $10.10 per hour, at least $15.50 per hour. We honor the
Creed; we honor the livelihood of our community. Let us make
this positive change.
Jamie Thomas is a senior general studies major from Tunica.
Tyesha Jones is a junior psychology major from Olive Branch.
Cory Hughes is a senior psychology major from Forest.
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PLAQUE

RELAY

be on the UM NAACP side and
admitted there were revisions that
needed to be made to the contextualization process and could
have been done better, but Vitter
said he was focused on moving
forward.
“My issue with that is you don’t
move forward when you have
a glaring problem right here,”
Okoye said. “What you do is solve
the problem that is right here, and
then you move forward. When
you move forward without solving the problem, you have the
issues we have today on campus;
monuments being put up, buildings named after people and no
one speaking about these because
they’re problems that are left there
and then people move forward.”
Okoye said the UM NAACP is
pinpointing major eﬀorts on the
plaque because it sets the tone for
future contextualization eﬀorts.
“If we allow this problem to
kind of just slip away and slip out
of our hands, then expect the rest
of these contextualization process
to be the exact same way,” Okoye
said.
In his email, Vitter announced
the establishment of the Chancellor’s Advisory Committee on History and Contextualization, which
will work on future contextualization projects like the ones former
Chancellor Dan Jones had outlined in his diversity plan in 2014.
The committee will be an expansion of the original four-member committee appointed by Morris Stocks when he was interim
chancellor. The current four are
Assistant to the Chancellor for
multicultural aﬀairs Donald Cole,
African American studies Director
Charles Ross, Professor Emeritus
of history David Sansing and retired Chief of Staﬀ to the Chancellor Andy Mullins. Three of which
were involved in the enhanced
climate and respect committee
created after the 2014 James Meredith statue noose incident.
Vitter said the committee will
not include any student members.
With the addition of new members to the permanent contextualization committee, Vitter said

organization is helping those who
are ﬁghting cancer and encouraging them along the way.
“This event and Relay for Life
are signiﬁcant to me because it is
through our eﬀorts of fundraising
that we will be able to provide better research and treatment in cancer, allowing for more birthdays
and celebrations, and fewer lives
lost to cancer,” Crider said.
Crider said she has seen the
power of the organization in her
own life.
“My grandpa and grandma are
the two main reasons why I relay,”
Crider said. “Without the research
and services provided through
the American Cancer Society,
the treatment they both received
would not have been successful in
prolonging their life and leading to
their survival from cancer.”
The event would not be possible
without the help of the students on
the Relay for Life committee.
Micah Johnson works with Crider as the community manager for
Relay for Life at Ole Miss. Johnson
also works with several local Relay
for Life organizations throughout
Mississippi.
“My job is to support the volunteers and to ensure they have all
the materials they need in order
to have a successful fundraising
event,” Johnson said.
Johnson also works with the
American Cancer Society on a
program called Road to Recovery,
where they match cancer patients
with specially trained volunteer
drivers to go to and from treatments.
Crider said she is impressed with
this year’s event and hopes it will
set the bar high for future fundraising events.
“It means a great deal for me to
be able to host this event,” Crider
said. “It can set great precedents
for future Relay for Life events and
traditions on the Ole Miss Campus
and Community.”

continued from page 1

continued from page 1
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ter said. “Given all the work that
went into it, it’s unlikely it’s going
to change in a dramatic way, but
that’s up to the committee.”
Charles Ross, African American
studies director and historian, is
one of the four men Stocks appointed to the contextualization
committee in the summer of 2015.
“We want to try to get things
right,” Ross said. “This is an ongoing process, and we’re going to try
and move in a manner in which
we’ll meet on a regular basis. We’ll
have other committee members,
and we want to make sure we try
to take on these things and be as
thorough as possible.”
He said the language on the
plaque is accurate and contextualization language of any kind
regarding a historical structure or
individual will raise arguments on
all sides because of the variety of
what could be incorporated.
“We basically came from diﬀerent perspectives in terms of our
expertise and backgrounds and
what we thought would be language for this particular plaque,”
Ross said. “I would say there was
discussion, there were varying
opinions. Individuals contributed
and helped edit, all of us as a committee, and that’s the ﬁnal version
of what we came up with.
Major criticisms of the plaque
included the language chosen being written in a way so as to compromise and not say anything that
would receive too much backlash.
“Whether or not we had a preconceived idea to have a happy
medium, I don’t know if that was
our objective at the beginning,”

Ross said. “I think that we tried
to contextualize the statue. That
was our charge, so that’s what we
attempted to do.”
Ross joined the University faculty in August of 1995 and said
he has seen the University make
a tremendous amount of progress
in particular areas. In the two decades Ross has been at the University, it slowly progressed to be
more inclusive and diverse.
Faculty and students have become more diverse in population,
the Confederate ﬂag and Colonel
Reb have been removed from
sporting events and the University ceased ﬂying the state ﬂag because it contains the Confederate
battle emblem. In the same manner, Ross said he also experienced
obstacles, like when students
wrapped a noose around the neck
of the the James Meredith statue.
Ross said he is hopeful for more
progress to be made and obstacles
overcome.
“We, maybe more so than many
other institutions in the Deep
South, have made a concerted effort to try and look at ourself very
critically, to work on those things
we can,” Ross said. “There are
some other things we need to continue to try to work on, but we’ve
clearly made a certain amount of
progress.”

(Left to right) Buka Okoye, Charles Ross and Chancellor Jeff Vitter are key components in the conversation surrounding the plaque.
the focus will remain on expertise, competency and the ability
to bring a whole perspective of the
University in a collaborative way.
“That’s going to be the focus of
what determines who goes on the
committee – it’s not a political
process,” Vitter said. “We’re here
to get experts in their ﬁeld who really know the subject matter and
know the environment and can
work together to do what’s in the
best interest of the University.”
Ensuring
transparency
throughout the process and taking
the community’s input into consideration when making decisions
is important, Vitter said.
“We’re never going to get full
agreement, but it will have reﬂected the complete sense of
what people want to contribute,”
Vitter said. “We have experts on
the committee, historians, people that have been involved in the
Civil Rights movement, people
who have been here through the
years, through the progression of
ways that the University has taken
to recognize what has happened,
and they’re going to incorporate
that in the best way that they can
using their best judgment. They’re
on the committee because we respect their expertise and their
judgement.”
The community can submit
their input through April 8, then
the committee will take the responses into consideration and
decide what to do next.
“The committee has expressed
an interest to re-look at all of the
input and then decide ‘Should it
be changed’ and if so, ‘How?’” Vit-
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Better than buying a pet:
MCKENNA WIERMAN

McKenna.wierman@yahoo.com

Being a college-aged adult
comes with its own set of new
and exciting responsibilities.
Buying your own groceries,
cooking your own meals, waking yourself up in the morning
and choosing between a night
out at the Square or staying in
and studying for geology are
just a few of the fun and exciting adult decisions you’ll be
making.
One of the greatest joys,
however, is taking on the responsibility of owning and
maintaining a houseplant. As
silly as it may sound, having
a little potted pal can actually
boost creativity and productivity in your home, help filter
the air, aid with de-stressing
and relaxation and bring a little splash of cheer to the busy
student’s life.
Just like we each have our
own personalities, different

varieties of house plants will
add a unique vibe to every
house. Depending on what
kind of routine you’re running, there is a perfect houseplant for you.

THE TINY SUCCULENTS

These pint-sized pricklies
and waxy-leafed little guys are
the perfect plant companion
for the more laid-back personality. Care for this plant
does require you to water and
fertilize regularly during its
growing season if you
want it to thrive, but
sturdy succulents are
known to survive under harsher and drier
conditions. So if you forget every now and again, it
shouldn’t be a problem.
These plants like sunlight,
but contrary to popular belief,
can’t be left to dry under the
hot summer sun. Succulents
typically grow better outdoors, but if you do choose to
keep yours inside, make sure

it’s getting a good six hours
of sunlight a day. I would recommend keeping your succulents near or on a window
sill. Just be sure they aren’t
getting too much sun and any
plants of the spiky variety are
kept away from household
pets to avoid accidents.

FERN

Ferns are the perfect plant
for the old soul. Some of the
oldest plants on the Earth,
ferns have a pretty good survival record— but don’t let
that fool you. Ferns
come in a variety of
shapes and sizes
and can be found
in hanging baskets,
large floor pots or small table pots. Really, it’s more of
deciding what kind of fern
will fit best into your space.
Are you looking for a more
tropical feel to add to your
home, or just a simple dash of
color?
Ferns generally need to be
regularly watered and thrive
in medium to bright light.
But if you do choose to adopt
a fern, get familiar with the
exact type of fern you’ve got–
the details of caring for your
fern’s health and comfort
greatly depend on what type
it is.

ORCHID

Orchids are great for the
gentle or elegant home. Besides making great gifts, these
colorful house plants add a
simple
yet

Now you can choose between...

10

Month Leases

OR

5

Month Leases

*Certain restrictions apply.

THE RIGHT CHOICE.
GRADUATING IN MAY?
WE OFFER SHORT TERM LEASES!

Choosing where to live just got a lot easier.
CampusCreek.com | C/CampusCreekOleMiss M@CampusCreek | 662.513.4980 | 101 Creekmore Blvd. | Oxford, MS 38655
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the perfect plant for you
graceful touch to any room.
The trick to orchids is to keep
them moist and make sure
they have drainage holes in
their pots. They also do well
if they are allowed to dry out
briefly in between waterings.
Orchids also need to be
planted in shallower pots

and exposed to bright indirect sunlight. Too much sunlight could lead to their leaves
burning, causing the plants
not to flower well. Correct
light is important, because
these plants are known for
their beautiful and ornate blooms. If you plan
to keep your orchid
long-term, it will need
to be replanted about once
a year to stay healthy. While
they may seem like delicate
flowers, orchids are quite
easy to take care of once you
learn the ropes.

BONSAI

The Bonsai is best suited for the more serious indoor plant owner. Bonsai
trees are, more or less,
regular trees that have
been
artificially
altered to stay
tiny throughout their lives.
In fact, they
still go through
the natural life cycle of trees. As a result,
only tropical bonsai trees
are really suitable to be
kept indoors year round, as
temperatures in our homes
are typically pretty warm
throughout the year.
Bonsai trees like to be
planted in shallow pots,
which means they will need
to be carefully monitored

LUCKY BAMBOO

This plant is a great pick
for the optimistic plant lover, and makes a great gift.
Lucky Bamboo has long been
associated with good fortune
and bountiful wealth, and as
a result, it is a popular indoor
plant. Surprisingly, Lucky
Bamboo is actually not a bamboo at all. Dracaena sanderiana, the true name of “lucky
bamboo,” is in no way part of
the bamboo family— but that
doesn’t mean you can’t still
believe it’s lucky.
This plant is a bit picky
about water, and does best
with either distilled or bottled
water, as tap water contains
high levels of chlorine that
are damaging to the plant. If
you must use tap water, be
sure to let it sit at least a full
day before adding it to your
plant to reduce the chlorine
levels. It’s recommended the
water level be about 1 inch
above the roots of the plants.
Lucky bamboo should also be
exposed to indirect sunlight.
Once you get the hang of caring for your lucky bamboo, it
should thrive in your home
and bring you lots of good energy.

for watering. It might be difficult to keep a bonsai on a
watering routine, so instead
mist the tree every so often to
help simulate humid tropical
conditions and make sure the
soil around your bonsai plant
is nice and moist– not too dry
or too wet.
A tropical bonsai will also
require a good amount of
sunlight, so be sure to place
your plant near a window that
gets a lot of sunshine. Like
all plants, the specific type of
bonsai you choose will influence the amount and type of
care it requires, but if done
correctly, a bonsai tree can
last for decades.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY: JAKE THRASHER
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Rebels look to tame Memphis Tigers at Autozone Park

36380

236-3030
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Freshman James McArthur pitches in a game earler this season.
Southern Illinois.
Memphis is just 5-12 since
starting the season off 4-2.
This matchup will be the second of two midweek games for
the Tigers this week, and the
team has yet to announce its
starter.
The Tigers are led at the
plate by Chris Carrier. Carrier is hitting .315 with three
home runs and 18 RBIs this
season in 23 games. He leads
the team in RBIs and is sec-

ond on the team with 29 hits.
Jake Little leads the way with
30 hits, and also has three
home runs on the year.
It does not get any easier
for Ole Miss after being swept
this weekend, after the Rebels
play Memphis they will travel
to Starkville to take on fifthranked Mississippi State in
the a three game series this
weekend.
The Bulldogs are playing
well and took two of three

from Vanderbilt and Georgia
to start the year, which makes
it all the more imperative that
Ole Miss gets back on track beginning on Wednesday night.
The four game road trip is the
second longest of the season
for the Rebels.
Ole Miss is 7-0 in midweek
games this season and will
try to earn its eighth tomorrow night. First pitch is set
for 6:30 p.m.

Intermediate Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 14
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Ole Miss has lost three in a
row for the first time this season. South Carolina came to
Oxford this past weekend and
was the first team to sweep the
Rebels at home since 2013,
but Ole Miss will look to reverse its fortune on Wednesday night against Memphis at
Autozone Park.
The Rebels hold a 92-52
advantage in the all-time series, and the two teams have
already met once this year — a
game that Ole Miss won 9-7.
Memphis scored three runs in
both the second and the third
inning, jumping out to a 6-0
lead before Ole Miss used a
seven-run fourth inning to
take the lead.
Andy Pagnozzi earned the

5

bsrippee@go.olemiss.edu

win, pitching 3.2 innings in
relief of starter James McArthur and earning his second
win of the season.
McArthur will get the nod in
this game as well, attempting
to fare better against a Memphis lineup that scored six
runs against him in the first
meeting and ran the freshman
right hander out of the game
early.
McArthur is coming off of
a win against UT-Martin in
which he went five innings,
allowing two runs on four hits
and picked up his third win
of the year. McArthur sports
a 3-0 record with a 5.48 ERA
in five starts and six total appearances this season.
Memphis comes into the
game with a record of 9-14,
and is coming off of a weekend in which it dropped two
of three games on the road at

8 3

BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE
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Softball survives Samford Bulldogs with 5-4 comeback
JONATHAN CREEKMORE
jccreekm@gmail.com

Ole Miss softball pulled out
a victory over the Samford
Bulldogs 5-4 Tuesday at the
Ole Miss Softball Complex.
The Rebels ended the game
with four hits and zero errors.
The winning pitcher, Kayla
Landwehrmier, pitched 3.1
innings giving up only two
hits and no earned runs.
The Rebels call Landwehrmier their “secret weapon”
after the former walk-on outfielder impressed during a
pitching drill at practice. She
has now become a valuable
relief pitcher on the field.
“It’s special,” Landwerhrmier said.
“I feel like this is a good way
for me to bring something to
the team and really help the
team out as a whole. It’s a lot
of fun, and I’m just really glad
that I was given the opportunity.”
Samford struck first with a
two-run home run from Hannah Trombley and an RBI single from Megan Dowdy, closing the top of the second and
leading the Rebels 3-0.
Ole Miss would start scoring in the bottom of the second, with Natalie Martinez
hitting her fourth home run of
the season while cutting the
Bulldog lead by 2.
Alex Schneider hit a tworun home run in the bottom
of the fifth to bring the score
to 4-3.
Courtney Syrett hit a tworun home run in the bottom
of the sixth inning to give the

Teammates greet Natalie Martinez at home plate after hitting a home run in Ole Miss’ 5-4 win over Samford.
Rebels a 5-4 lead.
“It was not prototypical
of Ole Miss softball tonight.
That’s how we won, three
home runs,” head coach Mike
Smith said.
“Sometimes we get down by
a few runs and teams start to
panic. We started to do that
for the first four innings, and
we were trying to do too much.
We told the girls to be patient
and focus on what we’re trying to do and try to get that
pitch to drive, and that’s exactly what we did.”
The Ole Miss softball team
will travel this weekend to
Starkville to play their rival
Bulldogs. Ole Miss won the
series against the Bulldogs in
Oxford last year, and are look-

CLASSIFIEDS INFORMATION
To place your ad in The Daily Mississippian Classifieds section, visit:
http://www.thedmonline.com/classifieds.
The DEADLINE to place, correct or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one business day in advance. The Daily Mississippian is published Monday through Friday when school is
in session except during the summer session which is Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Classified ads must be prepaid. All major credit cards accepted. No refunds
on classified ads once published.
RATES:
- $0.25 per word per day
- 15-word minimum
- No minimum run

Additional Features (Web & Print):
Jumbo Headline - $3
Big Headline - $2
Bold Text - extra $0.50 per word

ing to continue their success.
Ole Miss will return home
April 8 as they take on topranked Florida.
Sunday’s game will be featured on ESPNU at 6 p.m.,
and Monday’s game will be on
the
SEC Network.
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NewsWatch
Monday - Friday
5 pm
Channel 12
Rebroadcast at 10 pm

3BEDROOMS PET FRIENDLY All units
$1200/mo, $400 pp Saddle Creek, Shiloh, Davis Springs. Pet Friendly. New
paint/trim/carpet. Close to campus.
facebook.com/oxford.rentals1 662-2780774
4BEDROOM/3BATH Deck, granite/
stainless kitchen, open ﬂoor plan, large
wooded yard. Old Taylor Road area.
$1900/month. (662)832-5803

ROOM FOR RENT
SUBLEASE AVAILABLE NOW 1
Bedroom @The Connection $515 per
month, will pay all fees and ﬁrst month
rent. 662-307-0204 (662)307-0204
(662)307-0204

To place your ad online: www.thedmonline.com/classiﬁeds

CONDO FOR RENT

The DM reserves the right to refuse ads that appear to offer unrealistic or questionable
products or services.

TURNBERRY CONDO 3 BR, 2 BA,
Gated/ Pool. W/D Internet/Cable $1200.
Now or Summer 901-262-1855

201 BISHOP HALL • 662.915.5503
APARTMENT FOR RENT
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH townhouse with W/ D included. No pets. 1
year lease. Quiet atmosphere. Deposit
and references required. Call (662)2340000
MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments
with all appliances, W/D, ﬁtness room
and swimming pool. $600 per person
includes cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Walking distance to campus!
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.com

THE PARK AT OXFORD now leasing. 2BR/1BA condo with all appliances, W/D, pool, ﬁtness room. $925
per month including cable, internet,
water, sewer services. Close to campus!(662)816-4293 www.theparkatoxford.com
TWO BDRM, TWO BATH at The Mark.
Ceramic and hardwood ﬂoors. Includes
major appliances, water, internet, and
TV cable. $950/ month. (662)456-6226

HOUSE FOR RENT

PHOTO BY: CAMERON BROOKS

WEEKEND RENTAL
WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and operated, BBB accredited www.oxfordtownhouse.com (662)801-6692

PART-TIME
PART TIME/FULL TIME HELP Delivery/
Set up person needed. Must be able to
lift 100 lbs. Apply in person at Magnolia
Rental & Sales, Oxford. (662)236-7368
(662)236-7368
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Spring practice highlights key players for 2016 season
CODY THOMASON

Csthoma1@go.olemiss.edu

It’s been a busy spring for
the Rebels’ defense so far.
With plenty of new players to
incorporate into the system,
defensive coordinator Dave
Wommack has taken things
slowly, but is trying some
new things at in the defensive
backfield— namely, moving
sophomore Zedrick Woods to
free safety, freshman Myles
Hartsfield to rover and junior
A.J. Moore back to husky.
One of the biggest highlights of Wommack’s defense
last season was the emergence
of junior DeMarquis Gates,
who went on to lead the team
with 76 tackles despite only
starting in four games.
“He’s by far the best linebacker at this point, but he’s
the most experienced linebacker,” Wommack said. “I’ve
got him running both mike
and stinger to cover ourselves
at both ends. He’s been very
steady and very consistent for
us out there.“
After seeing time at both
linebacker spots in the past,
Gates said he’s comfortable at
either and feels he has a better
understanding of the defense

as a whole. This spring, Gates
also embraced a leadership
role on the defensive side.
“You can really control
where the team is headed,”
Gates said of his new role. “A
lot more responsibility is on
you, so you have to step up to
play and be a leader.”
Gates said he feels due for
a big season this fall if he can
continue to improve.
“I’ve just got to take what
I learned from last year and
make an effort for this year
to step it up a little bit, take
more upon myself to do
more,” Gates said.
The Rebels will have a new
addition at linebacker for next
season, as Rommel Mageo is
signed on as a graduate transfer from Oregon State after
leading the Beavers in tackles
last season.
“I just saw a guy, talking to
him on the phone, that, leadership-wise, could do some
things,” Wommack said. “I
thought he was a good tackler,
and (after) talking to some
people, he runs the show back
there and is a strong physical
guy.”
Wommack said he was also
excited by some younger contributors who have stepped
up at defensive tackle this
spring, saying Benito Jones

NOW LEASING!

Eric Swinney breaks a tackle during practice on Monday.
looked good for a freshman.
“His motor runs, difficult to
block. He’s very physical for
a young guy like that,” Wommack said. “I’m proud as I can
be. I think he’s going to help
us next year, without a question.”

1 BR-$595
Call 234-1550

with
large office

1 mile to campus • Peaceful complex
2400 Anderson Road, Oxford MS 38655

www.pinegroveoxford.com

Wommack said he liked the
development he’d seen from
redshirt freshman Austrian
Robinson and from a sophomore also in the defensive
tackle mix.
“I think he’s come along
too,” Wommack said. “We

PHOTO BY: ARIEL COBBERT

need to work on his stiffness
a little bit. He needs to get in
that weight room and get some
more flexibility, but he’ll give
us some reps here and there
and I think he’s made some
improvements.”
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